Staff perception of their roles during the transition of psychiatric care into the community.
The objective of this study was to investigate the staff's experiences involved in the processes of the transition of 20 non-demented long-stay psychiatric patients. Staff members expressed satisfaction from working outside the hospital. They believed that the patients' condition and their quality of life had improved and that they were likely to achieve successful resettlement after a lengthy process of rehabilitation. However, staff members considered that their roles were demanding and involved a lot of domestic activities. They recommended gradual and slow preparation for the patients, and an educational programme for the public as well as appropriate preparation and continuing professional support for staff.